
The Happy Wanderers
Fun, Fitness & Friendship in Florida!

HW ~ let’s skate!

Saturday, August 15th  The Happy Wanderers are hosting a Volks-skating Event!   Bring your IVV books and get a 
special event stamp ( with a skate) for your Event and distance book!    https://astroskatingcenter.com/ormondbeach-florida/ 
Join us between 2PM and 5PM  at  Astro Skate 250 US-1  Ormond Beach, FL 32174
At the Ticket Booth:
• Pay the $10 entrance fee.
• Pay for skate rental, starting at $3. Four-wheel and inline skates are available.
• Scan the QR code waiver and sign it.
• Take your receipt and proceed to the Skate Rental Window
At the Skate Rental Window:
• Remove your shoes and hand them to the attendant.
• The attendant will give you your rental skates.
FYI / What to Bring
• Shorts are suggested — skating is a workout, we got warm.
• Wear socks that come at least to your ankles for comfort. If you use sole inserts, transfer them to the skates.
• Bring some cash for a cold drink, you’ll want one when you get warm skating.  No outside food or drink.
• In my experience, the fastest skaters are on the outside lane, so if you prefer a slower pace, hang out in the middle.
• No HW $4 skate event fee!
• Lockers available – need a quarter

willWelcome New Happy Wanderers !!

will

HW to Promote Walking at Health Fairs   We need you!

If you enjoy walking with the Happy Wanderers, come out, share your experiences,
and tell others what you love about the club. To keep our wonderful club going, we
need new members!   Spread the word and help us grow the Happy Wanderers!

FRIDAY, Aug. 28TH  1 PM – 6 PM   Port Orange Adult Center 4790 S. Ridgewood Ave. Port Orange, FL  32127
John and I will be there all day.  Join us!  Stop by anytime, even if you only have a few minutes, and talk 
WALKING!

TUESDAY, October 6th   11 AM – 2 PM   Port Orange Library  1000 City Center Circle   Port Orange
John & I are not available to work. Please let John know if you can give an hour, thank you!  Wear your Blue Shirt!

THURSDAY, October 8th   9 AM - 1 PM   Southeast Volusia YMCA  148 W. Turgot Ave.  Edgewater 
John & I are not available to work.   Please let John know if you can give an hour, thank you! Wear your Blue!

Lisa Carey, Valerie Green and Laura Valencia

Happy Wanderer Executive Board

President           John McClellan Secretary      Lorna Newman
Vice-President   Sandy McArthur Members-at-Large Dan Spink   
Treasurer      Leslie Stone     Nicole Hirst
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HW PLANNING MEETING

 Let’s Make the Happy Wanderers Even Better in 2027!

September 12, 2026    12:00 PM – 3:00 PM   
Location:    Port Orange Presbyterian Church 4662 Clyde Morris Blvd Port Orange

The Happy Wanderers are more than just a walking club—it’s a community
 built by YOU!

 A lot of volunteer time and effort goes into making our club successful, and we want to hear from all our
 members.

Have an idea for a new walk, event, activity, or something you’d like to see the club do?
Now is your chance to speak up and share your ideas!
Join us for a bite to eat, great conversation, and an opportunity to help shape our future as we plan 
our 2027 events and calendar.

We’ll discuss our recent participation numbers, membership, and financial performance, plus answer your 
questions.

Come share your ideas. Ask questions. Get involved. Help us make 2026 our best year yet!  Your 
voice matters—and your ideas can help make the Happy Wanderers even better! 

Please read these directions

WAF35  Walk around florida   Nov. 6 – 8 2026
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HW STORE

Wear the blue!!!!  The store is stocked and Michelle McLaren is ready for your order!  

Look on the website for pictures of all our items:
https://happywanderersfl.org/       
Click on Membership     Drop Down Menu, select Club Store.

E-Mail your order requests to Michelle at michelle.g.mclaren@proton.me   Suggested Donation prices are 
listed.  Cash or Check only.  Delivery is available at Wednesday/Sunday walks.

Patches, Pins, and other IVV/AVA items are also available for purchase.

HW Bike Ride  ~  Let’s Roll  

SATURDAY, September 19th    Lake Monroe Park   Registration:  9 AM  Guided Ride: 9:30 AM      13/25 KM 
975 U.S. Highway 17-92, DeBary, FL     Park Admission: Free   Bike Event:  $4

Lake Monroe Park is a beautiful recreational destination, offering breathtaking natural surroundings and well-
maintained amenities for visitors to enjoy.

Blue Dots     

Don’t worry about having cash on hand for our Sunday Walks – purchase blue dots today!  Buy 10 at a time 
and carry them in your name badge. Cost: 10 for $40

Please remember Blue Dots can only be used for Happy Wanderers Walks.  Reminder:  Wednesday Fun Walks 
are always Free.
Member-at-Large Dan Spink sells the Blue Dots at walks and meetings

https://happywanderersfl.org/
mailto:michelle.g.mclaren@proton.me


Walk the World with the Happy Wanderers! 

Want to travel the world without leaving your neighborhood? World Walking
makes it possible!
Several Happy Wanderers are already using their tracked steps to add to 
World Walking as we virtually travel the world. 

 How It Works
Download the World Walking app, create an account, and join the group: Happy Wanderers — AVA-
0717.
And here’s the fun part: you can walk your own route, while also walking with the Happy Wanderers.  
Simply split your steps between the Happy Wanderers’ current walk and a walk of your own.
For example:

 Put half your steps toward the Happy Wanderers’ adventure.
 Put the other half toward a personal walk—maybe through your grandparents’ homeland or somewhere 

else that has special meaning to you!
 Adding Your Steps

• You can add your steps in two ways:
• Manually Add Steps: Enter your steps manually.
• Sync Your Device: Connect your walking device so your steps upload automatically.
• Open APP, Sync latest steps (if not there) Once your steps are loaded:

• On your laptop select “Spend Steps On.”
• On mobile device, select the Map Icon, select Everest Base Camp,  Spend Steps, Slide how many 

steps to spend on Happy Wanderers Everest Walk, Click arrow up, Yes to confirm.
• Choose the walk you want to join.
• Use the slider to select how many steps you want to contribute to the walk.
That’s it! Now you’re walking the world with us! 
It’s a fun way to stay motivated, explore new places virtually, and feel connected with your fellow Happy 
Wanderers—even when you’re walking on your own.
Need help getting started?   Ask John McClellan or David McCarthy. They’ll be happy to help!
  Lace Up, Log Your Steps & Let’s Explore the World Together!

HW Savannah GA YRE Walk 

Group Walk in Savannah GA!   Saturday, September 26th, 2026    Registration 8:30 AM    Walk 9:00 AM
Start:   Savannah Visitor Information Center   301 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  Savannah, GA  31401
Free parking at the visitor center.   Make your own way to Savannah.  Make your own hotel arrangements..

Join us as two walking clubs come together for a special walk of the Savannah YRE!  The Happy Wanderers 
are passing the torch and turning the Savannah YRE over to the Southeast Striders Walking Club of Athens, 
Georgia.

This YRE is truly a gem, winding through Savannah’s historic district and showcasing
 an incredible variety of architectural styles. Along the way, you’ll discover Savannah’s
 beautiful scenic squares, each with its own unique character, welcoming statues, and
 abundant shade.  Come enjoy a wonderful walk, explore this historic city, and celebrate
 the next chapter of the Savannah YRE with us!
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