
Happy Wanderers Club History Report – 2023  
by John McClellan, President 
 
 
The Happy Wanderers had continued success in 2023, our 32nd year of operation as a 
member club of the American Volkssport Association (AVA) – America’s Walking Club!  
However, in 2023 we started to see both event participation and membership decline 
significantly for the first time in several years. 
 

The calendar year opened with only 78 renewals, after an ending membership of 110 (-24) 
in 2022 – a net drop of -32.  By the March meeting, we were back to 81 members on our 
roster, and growth remained slow during the year afterwards.  Annual retention from 2022 
improved to 71%, but the overall trend in total membership was clearly down. Most of 
those not returning gave no specific reason, and follow-ups were made throughout the 
year.  We started our normal schedule on New Year’s Day with our first Sunday group walk 
of club year-round trails in Ormond Beach, and our first ACE “fun walk” at Coraci Park in 
Port Orange the following Wednesday evening.  
 

On Thursday Jan 5th we held the first General Membership meeting of the year.  
Membership renewals were at 50. The club opening funds balance was $4,894.82, down -$ 
839.92 from 2022.  Hontoon Island State Park remained closed from the damage of 
Hurricane IAN, eventually re-opening to boat traffic but with no ferry service.  Our Hontoon 
Island YRE remained closed for the entire year.  The club began discussions on a location for 
WAF33 in 2024, with VP Sandy McArthur recommending the Plam Coast area.  Our busy 
schedule of events in the first quarter, included: Blue Spring State Park (Sat 28 Jan) for the 
Manatee Festival, a guided bike ride on 11 Feb, and the start-up of the Port Orange “Get Fit” 
program on Sunday 5 March.  The quarterly walk schedule was already on “Change 2” with 
the continuing closure of several recurring venues (mostly beachside) from IAN and 
NICOLE, with 5 changes eventually issued to get through the quarter.  
 

Two events hosted by the First Coast Trail Forgers (FCTF) of Jacksonville would also be on 
the schedule in the 1Q, the first of these was the Martin Luther King weekend in 
Fernandina Beach from 13-16 January. Several club members attended the weekend.  On 
Saturday 28 January, the club visited Blue Springs State Park for our annual group walk 
there during the Manatee Festival. 30 walkers attended, including one or two walk-ups.  
The club remained (as in the past) separated from the organizational vendors at the picnic 
table near the parking area, but club President John McClellan started discussing becoming 
an official “vendor” next year with park officials.  
 

The club Executive Council held their first meeting on 2 February and filed its annual 
report with SunBiz (State of FL) online before the end of the month.  First Coast Trail F-up 
(Suncoast Sandpipers hosting in St. Petersburg) and plans to purchase new equipment 
including a logo-ed pop-up tent, logo-ed table drops, new water jugs and folding chairs.  On 
Saturday 11 February, we held our first traditional event of 2022 – a guided (traveling) 
bike ride from the Lake Monroe Park trailhead to Gemini Springs (short ride) and the new 
DeBary portion of the Spring-to-Spring trail (long ride). 15 cyclers participated including a 
few new faces – one of whom was connected to the West Volusia tourism office – a good 
future contact for club publicity.  
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From 19-26 February, the 18th IVV Olympiad and IML Texas Trail Roundup (TTR) were 
held back-to-back in San Antoinio, TX.  6 club members attended these international 
festivals, including John & Sheila McClellan.  John had been on the Olympiad planning 
committee as Operations Officer from 2021 and ran the Ops Center, while Sheila 
volunteered extensively during both festivals. This was the first ever IVV Olympiad held in 
the United States or anywhere in North America (or IVV-Americas & Oceania).  The 3-day 
TTR has been held annually on the IML calendar since 2018. About 1,400 people 
participated (unofficial count) from 41 US states and 23 countries. The “full pass” (all 
week) participants were closer to 800.  
 

At the 2 March General Membership meeting, 78 membership renewals were reported, 
with 3 new members joining, for 81.  Discussion included looking for a new Publicity Chair 
(replacing Maryann Westbrook), and a storeroom/property manager (replacing Russ & 
Barbara Anderson.) Upcoming events included attending the upcoming FCTC Washington 
Oaks walk, and the annual club Daytona Tortugas baseball game w/BBQ, on Thursday 11 
May.  On 5 March, the club hosted 39 extra walkers at our Port Orange YRE for the city “Get 
Fit” program – our 5th year supporting the event with a special “1-mile” fitness test loop 
along with our regular 5k and 10k trails. Once again, several club members joined the FCTF 
at Washington Oaks State Park on Saturday, 25 March for this bi-annual partnership walk.  
 

For AVA National Walking Week (1—7 Apr), the club included 2 walks, on 2 April at 
Ormond Beach and then on 5 April at Venetian Bay. With no walk on Easter Sunday, club 
members attended alternate walks (portion of the NSB YRE 20k) of either 6k or 8k on 
Saturday 8 April, from Grace Barak Park to the Smyrna Dunes and back on the beach – a 
club favorite. The club Board meeting was held on 6 April.  Club leaders discussed WAF32, 
the club’s delegate for the summer AVA elections, and continued to work on securing new 
equipment needed for the club. The event schedule for April-May-June has been published. 
Letters from the board thanking Maryann Westbrook (Publicity) and Russ & Barbara 
Anderson (Property Managers) will be signed and ready for the next General Membership 
meeting. Club elections will be held in November, for 2024-25. 
 

The club recognized IVV World Walking Day on Wednesday 3 May at Nova Park in Ormond 
Beach, but no IVV Certificates were provided this year.  Membership stood at 84 (+6) at our 
4 May General Membership meeting.  Wednesday fun walks averaged 22 per event for the 
last several weeks. John reported on a 29 April WAF32 meeting – things are on track. Robin 
Kelly and Diantha Schear (SS) will handle the registration and treasurer functions. The next 
IVV Olympiad will be in Tampere, Finland, in August 2025. On Saturday 6 May, three board 
members (John, Sandy & Dan) participated in an information fair (annual How-To Festival) 
at the DeLand Central Library and spoke to attendees about the club. 
 

As June began, there were still venues closed from the 2022 hurricanes. Our 7pm 
Wednesday summer “ice cream” walks started again in June, with Beachcomber Park near 
the Cherry Hill Ice Cream Shoppe substituting for the normal starting point at Frank 
Rendon beach park.  Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. continued through August.  The 8 June 
board meeting brought news of leadership changes in the Mid-Florida Milers (MFM) – Dan 
Barnette has moved from VP to Treasurer, and HW member Paul Erickson is now MFM VP. 
Hontoon Island remained closed, and the board discussed plans for a 9 SEP bike ride at 
Green Springs, and a make-up date for the Cassadaga-Lake Helen walk (2022) in either 
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October or November.  John and Sandy plan to start scouting Plam Coast for walk venues 
for WAF33 next year.  Looking at the “Center Park” area where the Plam Coast City Hall is 
located. The 2024 Planning meeting was slated for Saturday 5 August. 
 

Membership was up to 90 (+6) for our General Membership meeting on 6 July, with 
updates on WAF32 in St. Petersburg, and other upcoming events.  HW would be “POC” for 
the Saturday morning walk at the “Sacred Lands” / Jungle Prada venue.  John attended a 26 
June meeting onsite and will return in early August to scout the event. Lori McCole has 
volunteered to become the Publicity Chair and will get started with the July-August-
September schedule with Hometown News and our other outlets, after meeting with 
Maryann Westbrook. Between facility availability and Board Members vacation dates or 
bouts with COVID, August Board meeting moved back a week to the 10th, and Planning 
Meeting moved to TUE 29 AUG 23 in the evening with Pizza! 4 new folding chairs and two 
water jugs were purchased in August, completing our equipment needs for the time being.  
The club will not attend Port Orange Family Days this year nor walk in the parade.  
 

At the 7 September General Membership meeting the club stood at 96 members, now up 
+18 for the year (including 3 that night). The club voted to support the AVA “Big Give” 
fundraising drive with a $100.00 donation. Membership also voted to host WAF32 in the 
Flagler Beach / Palm Coast area.  John and Sandy summarized that we already had plans for 
3 of the 4 walks, a bike ride on the Lehigh Trail and a Swim – potentially offering a 
“volkssporting triathlon” opportunity in 2024. The annual holiday Food Drive will begin 
Wednesday 11/22 and continue through Wednesday 12/13.  The online (Sign-up Genius) 
volunteer list for WAF32 was now available and dates for worker’s walks would start 
Saturday 9/9 and each of the remaining Saturdays in the month. The September bike ride 
at Greens Springs, Enterprise had only 5 riders attend, with one mechanical break-down 
before the ride started. 
 
Walk Around Florida (WAF32) was hosted by the Suncoast Sandpipers from 27-29 October 
in St. Petersburg, FL, with events including 5 walks: St. Pete Murals (early birds); NE St. 
Pete (YRE-mod) on Friday afternoon; Sacred Lands/Jungle Prada and War Veterans 
Memorial Park on Saturday; Weedon Island Preserve on Sunday morning; and a swim 
event. The theme was Halloween for the first time in several years: the “Walking Dead” 
with an AVA-produced wooden “Baron Santee” ornament. WAF32 was attended by more 
than 100 people from 12 states and 26 participants came from outside of Florida. Total 
participation was 444, with 23 swimmers and between 105 -- 112 walkers on each of the 4 
walks. 41 volunteers filled at least 90 positions, with 20 people pulling two or more duties. 
Dinner at the Banquet Masters and this year there was plenty of room!  The raffle of 3 club 
baskets once again helped offset additional costs. With Happy Wanderers up next as WAF 
hosts in 2024, the announcement of Palm Coast, FL as the location was made at the end of 
the dinner festivities.  
 

At the 2 November General Membership meeting, leadership and members discussed the 
news that AVA would raise the event participation fee for the first time since 2003.  On 1 
January 24, the national share would go (from $1.25) to $2.00 per participant, and clubs 
could determine whether to stay at $3.00 overall, or increase to something higher, such as 
$4.00 After some discussion, the club decided to go to $4 each, and not to provide a “blue 
dot” discount in 2024 – though blue dots will still be sold.  Membership was now 103, with 
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2 new memberships that night.  Elections for club officers was held, with the following slate 
elected: 
 

o President - i: John McClellan.     Elected unopposed 
o V-President- i: Sandy McArthur.   Elected unopposed 
o Treasurer - i: Leslie Stone  Elected unopposed 
o Secretary:  vacant     remained vacant 
o Member-at-Large(2) - i: Dan Spink   Elected unopposed 
                  2d: Vacant  no takers 

 

A wrap-up on WAF32 was provided and upcoming club events for the rest of the calendar 
year were reviewed and discussed.  The next special event was the annual Veterans Day 
evening group walk on Saturday 11 November.  A week later, 29 people participated in the 
(hurricane postponed) traditional event at Colby-Alderman Park in Cassadaga and Lake 
Helen.  On Friday 24 November, many regulars attended our 7th annual walk on “Black 
Friday” from Grace Barck Park to Ponce Preserve, and back on the beach, with 6k or 8k 
options. As is our tradition, the club’s Holiday Food Drive in association with the 
Presbyterian Church of Port Orange was held after Thanksgiving through 13 December, 
with our members donating 136 food items and $491 in cash, checks or gift cards to 
support families in need at the Silver Sands Middle School.  
 

The 7 December Board meeting included follow-up on many of the recommended items 
from the August Planning meeting, and a review of the planned schedule for the first 
quarter of 2024. After the light turnout in 2022, club leaders decided at the planning 
meeting not to hold a Holiday Party this year. However, the New Year’s Eve afternoon walk 
(to Sugar Mill Park) followed by an early dinner at Auntie Catfish’s had a big crowd of 45 
people for the walk and no-host RSVP dinner. Holt Holt’s mother, Alice Brittigham (d) who 
passed away earlier in 2023, was recognized at the club bench in the gardens. 
 

We ended the year with a club membership of 106: down -4 from 2022.  Paid participants 
for all YRE were 1,158 and TE were only 49; for a total of 1,207, down -197 from 2022, and 
-27% overall. Our 2023 closing balance was $3,087.11, a large decrease of -$ 1,807.71 but 
also a return to a balance more consistent with past years and our charitable purpose.  
Some of the decrease is accounted for by reduced participation, but a large portion was also 
spending to re-capitalize aging equipment for club events and to update all our walk boxes 
and other supplies going forward.  A total of $1,350.83 consisted of planned purchases of 
the logo-ed pop-up tent, table drops, water jugs, and folding chairs, 
 

After a successful, but slower 32nd year, the Happy Wanderers are planning for renewed 
success in 2024. 
 
 
 
 

Attachments: 
 
1 – 2023 Walk #s 
2 – 2023 Financial Summary (separate file) 
3 – 2023 Membership Roster (separate file) 
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2023 Happy Wanderer Event Participant #s: 
 
 
Traditional Events – 49 pd participants 
 
 15 Lake Monroe, DeBary – Bike; 2/11 
   5        Green Springs, Enterprise – Bike; 9/9 
 
29  Lake Helen – Cassadaga – Walk  11/18 
 
 
Year-Round Events – 1,158 participants;  Ave> Walk(15): 74;  Bike(2): 10  Swim(1):  21 
 

  30 Blue Springs SP (SE 581) 
  61 Cocoa Beach (YR 634) 
  95 Daytona Beach (YR 1134) 
  86  DeLand (YR 440) 
  73 Flagler Beach (YR 1904) 
    0       Hontoon Island SP (YR 549) – closed the entire year due to Hurricane Ian in 2022 
  68   Mt. Dora (YR 726)  
  66 New Smyrna Beach (YR 1129) 
100 Ormond Beach (YR 977) 
  59      Palm Coast (YR 1885)   
    8       Palm Coast Bike (YR 1874) 
  82 Ponce Inlet (YR 725)   
165 Port Orange (YR 1132) - remains high – w/Get Fit (+39) NYE (+45) 
   12     Port Orange Bike (1853) 
   21     Port Orange Swim (YR 1351)             
   87 St. Augustine (YR1128)  
   87 Sanford (YR 1510) 
   58 Savannah, GA (YR 1366)        
______ 
 

 
1,158 Total Paid 


