Happy Wanderers Club History Report - 2022
by John McClellan, President

The Happy Wanderers had continued success in 2022, our 31st year of operation as a
member club of the American Volkssport Association (AVA) - America’s Walking Club!

The club has rebounded well coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic. Overall event
participation was comparable with 2021 (without WAF #s) but the club has started to
struggle a bit with membership - down 18% by the end of the year. The calendar year
opened with 76 early renewals (-58), after an ending membership of 134 in 2021. Many
members did not renew in 2022, with a retention rate of only 57%, prompting concern
from club leaders after having seemingly made it through the COVID-19 pandemic without
such a membership drop-off earlier. Most of those not returning gave no specific reason,
and follow-ups were made throughout the year.

On 2 January we started our normal schedule of Sunday group walk of club year-round
trails in Ormond Beach. Our first Wednesday night ACE “fun walk” was at Coraci Park in
Port Orange, re-visiting a venue where the club hadn’t walked for some time. Starting with
the 1st Quarter of 2022, the club began putting the “wheelchair mobility” icon on our
printed walk schedules - as new members Rick & Holly Holt would often be accompanied
by Holly’s mother, Alice, who is confined to a wheelchair. This accommodation was long-
overdue, and ensures to that people with limited mobility can assess the events they might
attend in advance.

On 7 January we held the first General Membership meeting of the year. Club opening
funds balance for 2022 was $5,734.74. Upcoming events including the (postponed)
Charleston bus trip, walk & bike in Chain-of-Lakes Park in Titusville and Port Orange “Get
Fit.” were discussed. On Saturday 22 January, the club visited Blue Springs State Park for
our annual group walk there during the Manatee Festival, with only 16 walkers for this
seasonal event (SE). The club Executive Council held their first meeting on 3 February and
filed its annual report with SunBiz (State of FL) online.

On Saturday 12 February, we held our first traditional event of 2022 at a new venue for the
club: Chain-of-Lakes Park in Titusville. There were tradition walks of 5k or 10k, and the
guided bike ride on the rail-trail - with a stop at the White Sands Buddhist Center, just off
the trail. The rented pavilion at Chain-of-Lakes made it possible to hold a picnic, with
hamburgers, hog dogs, and accompanying faire. The event was well attended with 44
walking participants and 14 cyclists. On 27 February, the club hosted 63 extra walkers at
our Port Orange YRE for the city “Get Fit” program - our 4th year supporting the event.
Also in February, the walking tour group Walking Adventures International (WAI) visited
the club area with about a dozen walkers and visited St. Augustine, Daytona Beach and Blue
Spring State Park.

At the 3 March General Membership meeting members received information on the re-
scheduled Charleston bus trip (postponed from 2021), the hotel information for WAF31 in
Tavares, the upcoming IVV Olympiad in February 2023, and closer to home - the walk in
Ravine Gardens State Park. Two days later the club was back in Palatka, FL after 4 years



(cancelled in 2020) with a great turn-out of 53 walkers at the bi-annual Ravine Gardens
traditional event.

For AVA National Walking Week (1—7 Apr), the club included 2 walks, on 3 April at Flagler
Beach and then on 6 April at Venetian Bay. The club Board meeting was held on 7 April.
Club leaders discussed the upcoming quarterly walk schedule, planning for the event at
Princess Place Preserve, and a new “virtual” walk program called “World Walking” that
club webmaster, David McCarthy recommended. Final plans for the Charleston bus trip
were also discussed.

The Charleston Bus Trip took place from (Fri-Sun) 29 April through 3 May and included 3
walks in/around Charleston (Magnolia Plantation, Ravenel Bridge, Downtown) and the
club’s Savannah YRE on the Sunday return trip. 35 people road the bus, including 26
Happy Wanderers and 9 more participants from the Mid-Florida Milers (6), Suncoast
Sandpipers (2) and First Coast Trail Forgers (1). An additional 6 members from the Upstate
Pathfinders of South Carolina joined us for some of the events on Friday or Saturday.

The club recognized IVV World Walking Day on Wednesday 4 May at Nova Park in Ormond
Beach. IVV Certificates were available. At our 5 May General Membership meeting,
membership remained less than a hundred, but a quorum was present. There was an
average of 26 walkers on Wednesday evenings for the last two months. The treasurer
reported a 23% increase in our Storage room monthly rental costs from $87 /mo >>
$107/mo.

Summer “ice cream” walks started again in June on Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. and
continued through August. On Saturday 4 June we held 5k & 10k traditional walks for
National Trails Day (NTD) at Princess Place Preserve (PPP) - a new venue for most of the
current members. 30 people participated in a very scenic nature walk, to include the
historic ranger station (former home of Henry Cutting and Angela Mills Cutting Worden,
who eventually married Boris Scherbatoff, an exiled Russian prince. Angela assumed the
title of princess and it was then that the once named "Cherokee Grove" came to be known
as "Princess Place.”) and Florida’s first in-ground pool. The club had registered the events
with official NTD website, but sadly, no attendee(s) from outside the club were noted from
that attempted connection.

Membership stood at 99 for our General Membership meeting on 7 July, with updates on
both WAF31 in Lake County, and the IVV Olympiad next February in San Antonio, TX.
Online pre-registration for the Olympiad was now open. Several members attended the
club’s annual Planning Meeting on 6 August, to review the club’s performance 2021 and
make preliminary plans for 2023.

At the 2 September General Membership meeting the club stood at 101 members.
Discussion included plans for our next traditional event at Colby-Alderman Park in
Cassadaga slated for Saturday, 22 October. Continued planning actions for WAF31 included
the volunteer roster to be opened online this month, worker[s] walks and the club’s raffle
basket. The annual holiday Food Drive and whether we’d hold a year-end holiday party
were also raised for discussion. The club later surveyed all members on their planned
attendance at any indoor holiday function. Our second guided bike ride of the year planned



for Saturday, 17 September at the Lake Monroe Park trailhead had only 1 participant show
up, so 0 participation was reported.

By the end of September, Hurricane IAN became a major (Cat 5) storm that made landfall
on Florida’s gulf coast near Ft. Myers and moved across Florida into the club’s geography
south of New Smyrna Beach, bringing 20+ inches of rain that caused extensive flooding
and damage in Volusia and surrounding counties — and especially in areas along the St.
Johns River. IAN forced the closure of Hontoon Island State Park which then remained
closed for the remainder of the year, as well as postponement of the Cassadaga-Lake Helen
event slated in October. The Board meeting on 6 October was focused on the scheduling
adjustments needed after IAN, as many of the beach parks along A1A where Wednesday
night “fun walks” would have taken place, were closed for several weeks, to months.

The November General Membership meeting was held early on Tuesday, 1 November,
before WAF31. Membership was reported as 103, but later adjusted to 106 with three new
members that night. Walk Around Florida (WAF31) was hosted by the Mid-Florida Milers
from 4-6 November in Lake County, FL - encompassing events in Tavares, Leesburg, Eustis
and Mt. Dora (on a modified version of the HW YRE there.) The theme was “Lake Walks in
Old Florida“ and all of the walks featured lakeside views. The event was attended by more
than 100 people from 10 states and 25 participants came from outside of Florida. Total
participation was 455, with 26 swimmers and between 100 -- 107 walkers on each of the 4
walks. 44 volunteers filled a total of 102 positions, with 25 people pulling two or more
duties. Dinner at the Crazy Gator was cramped, but otherwise well-received. The raffle of 3
club baskets once again helped offset the additional costs of post-pandemic inflation.

After WAF31, the situation was worsened with the arrival of Hurricane NICOLE on Florida’s
east coast near Vero Beach on 10 November - forcing the cancellation of the annual
Veterans Day evening group walk. However, on Friday 25 November, many regulars
attended our 6t straight walk on “Black Friday” in coordination with the AVA #OptOutside
initiative. This year, the event was from Grace Barck Park to Ponce Preserve, and back on
the beach, with 6k or 8k options.

As is our tradition, the club’s Holiday Food Drive in association with the Presbyterian
Church of Port Orange was held in December, with our members donating both food items
and cash/gift cards to support families in need at the Silver Sands Middle School. Still feeling
the effects of the 2020-21 COVID-19 pandemic, our annual holiday party was lightly
attended in 2022. Club Secretary, Alice Partlow, spearheaded the effort this year and a
committee of 5 club members (including Alice) led the effort. Once again, the banquet hall
at VFW 3282 was the venue. The club provided a $300.00 outlay to cover the cost of
catering and music (D]), but sadly, attendance lagged just below 30 attendees.

We ended the year with a club membership of 110: down -24 from 2021. Paid participants
for all YRE were 1,522 and TE were 141 - with only 1 guided bike ride (14) along with 3
traditional walks (127) Our total participation of 1,663 was down -197 from 2021, but that
was a “WAF host” year. Otherwise, it was steady.

Our 2022 closing balance was $4,894.82, a drop of -$ 839.92. This change was a result of
several factors including: the increase in storage room rentals costs, increased printing
costs, and the club’s contribution towards the year-end holiday party. The club continued
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to carry a strong balance with money set aside for new equipment (logo-ed pop-up, tables

drops, and new chairs, coolers) planned for next year. Our AVA FY Financial Report was
signed and submitted.

After a successful 31styear, the Happy Wanderers are well postured for continued success
in 2023.

Attachments:

1-2022 Walk #s
2 - 2022 Financial Summary (separate file)
3 - 2022 Membership Roster (separate file)



2022 Happv Wanderer Event Participant #s:

Traditional Events

44  Chain-of-Lakes walk 2/12

14  Chain-of-Lakes guided bike 2/12
53 Ravine Gardens / Plataka 3/5

30  Princess Place Preserve 6/4

141  participants; Ave. Walk = 42; Ave. Bike = 14

Year-Round Events

16  Blue Springs SP (SE 581)
102  Cocoa Beach (YR 634)
116 Daytona Beach (YR 1134) w/WAI visit
101 DeLand (YR 440)
100 Flagler Beach (YR 1904)
31 Hontoon Island SP (YR 549) - closed after Hurricane lan
*184 Mt. Dora (YR 726) used during WAF31 (106) - 78 w/o
92 New Smyrna Beach (YR 1129)
100 Ormond Beach (YR 977)
59 Palm Coast (YR 1885)
16 Palm Coast Bike (YR 1874)
104  Ponce Inlet (YR 725)
182  Port Orange (YR 1132) high - w/Get Fit +
17 Port Orange Bike (1853)
30 PortOrange Swim (YR 1351)
121  St. Augustine (YR1128) w/WAI visit
84 Sanford (YR 1510) (OSB+box)
65 Savannah, GA (YR 1366)  (OSB only)

1,522 participants; Ave. Walk (15): 97; Bike(2):16.5 Swim(1): 30

Total: 1,663 paid




