2025 HW President’s Message

Happy New Year to all our Happy Wanderers out there! | hope that your holiday season was
both enjoyable and renewing of body, mind and spirit.

Speaking of renewal, we’re in the middle of membership renewals for 2025. | want to thank
everyone who supports our club and hope that you like what we are doing and will decide to
stay with us! Our Wednesday night “fun walks” will continue to remain free of charge to the
participants, while our weekend/special events are now $4.00 Volkssporting remains a very
affordable activity, and | hope that the value-added our Happy Wanderers team brings our
members is worth it.

2025 is going to be a busy and exiting year — with a fast start, too. On Sunday 5 January we’ll be
in St. Augustine for a post-holiday light walk starting at 3 pm, followed by a meal at The
Columbia or another local restaurant. Anyone who wants to stick around after dinner and see
some of the +1 million lights in the Ancient City can enjoy their last bit of holiday merriment. A
week later, we’ll be making our annual visit to Blue Spring State Park for the Manatees a little
earlier in the month — SUN 1/12 — and early in the morning - arrive between 8:30 and 9:00 AM
and we’ll be registering at the car in the parking lot. AM to 10:00 AM start time. Our group
walks will start at 9:00 AM or as soon as everyone gets parked.

Then in February, we’re visiting Lake Beresford in DelLand for two traditional events — walk or
bike ride that we haven’t done since 2018. The walks are paved and wooded, in the park and on
the rail-trail, and a peek at the lake itself. The bike rides go around the park and then South to
Blue Spring, or further! Our handout flyer is already available — bike registration starts at 8:30
AM for a 9:00 AM group ride departure. Walk registration is between 9:00 AM and 10:00 AM
and finishes by 1 pm.

The first Sunday in March (3/2) will be the start-up for the annual Port Orange Parks &
Recreation “Get Fit” program and we’ll provide our special 1-mile (fitness assessment) walk
along with the YRE 5k and 10k. Later in March (SAT 3/22) we plan to join the First Coast Trail
forgers for their biennial visit to Washington Oaks State Park in Palm Coast. Arrive by 9:15 AM
for group walks starting at 9:30 AM. The walk includes wooded trails, formal gardens, a beach
visit and usually lunch at Bing’s Landing at the Captain’s BBQ! Yum!!

And that’s just the start. We'll have a night of BBQ & baseball with the Daytona Tortugas in
April, along with a return visit to Chain-of-Lakes Park in Titusville. Then later this year we’ll be
walking our new downtown Titusville YRE. In 2025 we’ll also be supporting the Mid-Florida
Milers on Walk Around Florida — the 34t edition. You'll find the details of all these upcoming
events on our published first quarter schedule, or on our website and our social media
platforms.

An

| hope everyone is ready for another year of Fun, Fitness and Friendship... and food! &



